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In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful. 


All praise is due to Allah, the One, the Subduer, Creator of the heavens and the earth, Who 
merges the night into the day. He Who revealed to His servant the Book, establishing thereby the 
proof and cutting off all excuses. Glory be to Him, the Mighty, the One before Whose Might 
every arrogant tyrant is humbled, and to Whose Oneness the hands and eyes of the righteous are 
raised in supplication. Praise be to Him, a praise befitting His Noble Countenance and His Great 
Authority, a praise that leaves the minds bewildered in His Greatness, a praise for Whom the 
birds sing praises and before Whose Awe the righteous fear. 


I bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worship except Him, the All-Knowing, the АП- 
Powerful, the Unique in His Divinity and His Decree, the One nothing is like unto, and He is the 
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. 


I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger, the truthful, the trustworthy, 
sent as a mercy to the worlds, a guide to the righteous, and a cause of grief for the disbelievers. 
He established the proof, illuminated the path, established the argument, and clarified the 
evidence against creation altogether. He left us upon a clear path, a manifest truth. 


To proceed: 


This bitter reality has led me to recall a profound statement that has deeply resonated with me. It 
was said by one of the scholars of this Ummah, АП ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with 
him, who said: 
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"The Book of Allah contains news of those before you, tidings of those after you, and the 
judgment of matters between you. It is the decisive word, not a thing to be taken lightly. It 
is that by which desires are not led astray, nor are the scholars ever satiated with it. It does 
not become worn out by repetition, nor do its wonders cease. Whoever among the tyrants 
abandons it, Allah will crush him. Whoever seeks guidance from other than it, Allah will 
lead him astray. It is the strong rope of Allah, the wise reminder, and the straight path.” 


Contemplate his words: "Whoever seeks guidance other than from Allah, Allah will 
misguide him." This is a frightening statement for those who understand it. It explains the 
reason for the misguidance of most people from the path of truth. For most people, both learned 
and ignorant, when they are confused about a matter of their religion, they turn to numerous 
books, articles, and individuals in search of truth amidst the darkness of their confusion. The 
Quran becomes the last thing that comes to their mind, either as a blessing or as a last resort. Tell 
me, by Allah, how can Allah not misguide them in this state, as you can see? 


Among the issues where both the common and the elite go astray, seeking guidance from sources 
other than the Book of their Lord, is the issue of excusing oneself with ignorance. Is a person 
excused if their sin is committed out of ignorance? 


We must be certain that the verses in the Quran that shed light on the truth in such crucial 
matters аге sufficient, as the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Не who does not 
find sufficiency in the Quran is not of us" Meaning, it suffices him from needing anything 
else. If you are still in doubt about this matter and are not entirely certain about the truth, and you 
see much disagreement among scholars, which may compel you to refer back to the Book of 
Allah after despairing of the words of people, then supplicate to Allah to show you the truth in 
His Book. Entrust your affair to Him and open the Quran with me, with the blessings of Allah. 
Let us begin to read the story of the one who lost his ring in the dirt. 


I have helped you by gathering the words of the predecessors in its interpretation so that you do 
not say, "Perhaps I am mistaken" in understanding this vast number of verses indicating that 
ignorance is not an excuse. Believe me, you will say in amazement: "А person may not see a 
faint star in the sky, but how can the sun be hidden from him in broad daylight?" 


And here, you will learn our stance and what Yazid bin Tamim (may Allah have mercy on him) 
meant when he said: "Whoever is not straightened by the Quran and death, then even if 
mountains were to crumble before him, he would not be straightened." This is the reality, 
and there is no escape from Allah. 


All praise is to Allah, who has guided me to this. 


Do not be surprised, dear reader, if I tell you that I have chosen for you a hundred verses from 
among the many I have encountered. I am not exaggerating in this, but rather I have left many 
and taken what the obstinate cannot argue with, nor can they find any possibility of it deviating 
from the meaning, even remotely. So here is the truth that the hands of tyranny have concealed 
from sight. 


Here are a hundred clear verses before you, so approach them with contemplation and 
reflection upon the guidance they contain. These are pages that I pray Allah will benefit 
their writer, reader, and observer. And with Allah is all success. 


Chapter: The Styles of the Quran in Explaining the Unacceptability 
of Ignorance as an Excuse in Matters of Religion and Faith 


The Quran utilizes diverse styles in condemning ignorance, warning against its consequences, 
and declaring it unacceptable as an excuse in matters of religion and faith. This is evident in 
numerous verses and various expressions. Here's an explanation: 


Section: At times Quran commands seeking refuge from ignorance or disavowing it due to 
its potential consequences. As Allah says: 
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"And when Moses said to his people, "Indeed, Allah commands you to slaughter a cow," 


they said, "Do you take us in mockery?" He said, "I seek refuge in Allah from being among 
the ignorant." (Al-Baqarah 2:67) 


And Allah says: 
Ы Go озб oj diei Lir е 65 ai Gail О lá eas e. Дар АҢҒА a Dal A c sts JÓ 
"He said, "O Noah, indeed he is not of your family; indeed, his work is not righteous. So do 


not ask Me about what you have no knowledge of. Indeed, I advise you lest you be among 
the ignorant." (Hud 11:46) 


At times, the Quran prohibits following ignorant people who lack knowledge and 
commands turning away from them. As Allah says: 
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"Then We placed you upon a clear way of the command. So follow it, and do not follow the 
inclinations of those who do not know." (Ash-Jathiyah 45:18) 


And Allah says: 
gag Y ЫШ дым fs ур UU uii ge cuis 3804 
"He said, "Your supplication has been answered. So stand firm and do not follow the way 
of those who do not know." (Yunus 10:89) 
And Allah says: 
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"Take to forgiveness and command what is right and turn away from the ignorant." (Al- 
A'raf 7:199) 


At times, the Quran informs us that the polytheists are in a state of doubt and uncertainty, 
and this stems from their ignorance. As Allah says: 
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"And We certainly gave Moses the Book, but it was disputed. And had it not been for a 


word that preceded from your Lord, it would have been decided between them. And 
indeed, they are in doubt about it, a great doubt." (Hud 11:110) 


And Allah says: 


"... And indeed, those who were given the Scripture after them are in doubt about it, a 
great doubt." (Ash-Shura 42:14) 


Is 1 b io Ud J^ ES na Ai АА Di i ba К Ae J sl 
And His saying: (Or has the Reminder been sent down to him from among us? Nay, they 
аге in doubt about My Reminder. Nay, they have not yet tasted My punishment. } 


[I said]: This doubt leads to destruction, as Muadh (May Allah be pleased with him) said: "The 
doubters are doomed..." This indicates that there is no excuse for doubt. 
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Abu Butayn said in his book "Al-Intisar li Hizb Allah al-Muwahhidin" (p. 23): "The doubter 
is ignorant, and the jurists mention in the books of jurisprudence the ruling on the apostate, and 
that the Muslim who disbelieves after his Islam by word, deed, belief, or doubt, and the reason 
for doubt is ignorance." End quote. 


Section: And sometimes He criticizes following suspicion that is based on ignorance and 
threatens with punishment for it: 
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Which indicates that there is no excuse for it, as He says: {And We did not create the heaven 
and the earth and what is between them in vain. That is the assumption of those who 
disbelieve. So woe to those who disbelieve from the Fire.} (Sad: 27) 


[I said]: And these suspicions have countless types, causes, and rulings. 
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And from that is His saying: {And that is your thought which you thought about your Lord - 
it has destroyed you, so you have become of the losers.} (Fussilat 41:23) 
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On the authority of Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, he said: I heard the Messenger of 
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, say three days before his death: “Let none of 
you die except while he is having a good thought of Allah.” Narrated by Muslim. And Ibn Abi 
Dunya (May Allah have mercy upon him) added: “For some people were destroyed by their evil 
thought of Allah. So the Most High said: {And that is your thought which you thought about 
your Lord - it has destroyed you, so you have become of the losers.} (Fussilat 41:23) 
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Ibn al-Qayyim said іп Madarij al-Salikin (2/466): “He, the Most High, informed us that their 
denial of this attribute is from their evil thought of Him, and that it is what destroyed them. And 
He has informed us about those who think evil of Him: (Upon them is a circle of evil and the 
anger of Allah, and for them is the curse, and prepared for them is Hell, and evil it is as a 
destination.) (Al-Fath: 60) ... And the Imam of the Hunafa and the people of Tawhid said to his 
people: (When he said to his father and his people, "What do you worship?" Do you 
worship instead of Allah that which holds no power to benefit you or harm you? What then 
is your thought about the Lord of the worlds? | [As-Saffat 37:85-87] 


This means, what do you think He will do to you, having associated others with Him in worship? 
What made you think this way, to the point of taking partners with Him? Do you think He is in 
need of partners and helpers? Or do you think that something is hidden from Him regarding the 
affairs of His servants, so He needs partners to inform Him, like kings? Or do you think He is 
incapable of managing them and fulfilling their needs on His own? Or is He harsh, needing 
intercessors to plead with Him on behalf of His servants? Or is He insignificant, needing a 
guardian to increase His numbers and strengthen Him from weakness? 


At times, the Quran mentions that the polytheists are lost, and the source of their 
misguidance is ignorance. It does not excuse them, as in the verse: 


ONS оа uà ыш АМ galls auf ae 3 ыш gie 1 Gong Yg Giá Y la Ail oai De Le xi à 
тін тар aai al у Її gh ДЇ cae С) J ^U sgl uA es саа M 


"Say, 'Shall we invoke besides Allah that which neither benefits us nor harms us, and shall 
we turn back on our heels after Allah has guided us, like one whom the devils have enticed 
[to wander] upon the earth confused, [while] he has companions inviting him to guidance, 
[saying], "Come to us"?' Say, 'Indeed, the guidance of Allah is guidance, and we have been 
commanded to submit to the Lord of the worlds." [Al-An'am 6:71] 
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Al-Tabari said in his commentary on this verse: "This is a reminder from Allah, the Exalted, 
to His Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, of His argument against the polytheists of his 
people who worshipped idols. As for 'confused,' it is derived from the saying, 'So-and-so is 
confused on the road, he is wandering in it, lost and bewildered.' This is because he has gone 
astray and cannot find the right path." Mujahid (May Allah have mercy upon him) said, 
"Confused' is an example Allah gives for the disbeliever. He says: The disbeliever is confused. 
The Muslim calls him to guidance, but he does not respond." [Jami' al-Bayan (11/451)] 


At other times, Allah informs us that the polytheists think they are guided, while they are 
ignorant of the reality of their polytheism and disbelief: 
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"Say, 'Shall we inform you of the greatest losers as to [their] deeds? [Those] whose effort is 
lost in worldly life, while they think that they are doing well in work.'" [Al-Kahf 18:103-104] 
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Ibn Mundah commented on this verse in his book "Al-Tawhid" saying: "The evidence that the 


mistaken scholar in the knowledge of Allah and His Oneness is like the stubborn one," then 
he mentioned the verse. 
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Al-Tabari narrated with his chain of narration in the Tafsir (18/127) from Ali ibn Abi Talib, 
may Allah be pleased with him, who said about this verse: "They are the disbelievers among 
the People of the Book. Their predecessors were upon the truth, then they associated partners 
with their Lord and innovated in their religion. They strive in falsehood, thinking that they are 
upon the truth, and they strive in misguidance, thinking that they are upon guidance. They waste 
their efforts in the life of this world, thinking that they are doing good." Then he raised his voice 
and said: "And the people of Hellfire are not far from them." 


And Allah Almighty said: 
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{A group (of mankind) He has guided, and a group deserved to be in error; (because) 
surely they took the Shayatin (devils) as Auliya' (lords, protectors, helpers, allies) instead of 
Allah, and think that they are guided!} (Al-A'raf 7:30) 
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Ibn Abi Hatim (May Allah have mercy upon him) narrated from Ibn Abbas (May Allah be 
pleased with him) regarding His saying: {As He originated you, so will you return (to Him)} 
that he said: "If you die, the guided one thinks that he is upon guidance, and the rich one thinks 
that he is upon guidance, until it becomes clear to him at death. And likewise, you will be 
resurrected on the Day of Judgment upon that which you were upon." 
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Al-Tabari said: "Allah Almighty says: 'The group upon whom misguidance is deserved, they 
only went astray from the path of Allah and deviated from the straight path by taking the devils 
as allies and protectors instead of Allah. They were ignorant of the error of that, rather they 
did that while thinking that they were upon guidance and truth, and that what they came 
up with and rode upon was correct. This is the clearest indication of the error of the saying of 
those who claim that Allah does not punish anyone for a sin they committed or misguidance they 
believed in unless it comes after knowing the truth of its opposite, so they commit it out of 
stubbornness to their Lord. Because if that were the case, there would be no difference between 
the group of misguidance who went astray while thinking they were guided, and the group of 
guidance. Yet, Allah has differentiated between their names and rulings in this verse." 
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Al-Baghawi said in his exegesis: "This is evidence that the disbeliever who thinks he is right in 
his religion, and the denier and the stubborn one are all the same." 
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Al-Sam'ani said: "This is evidence that the one who is aware of disbelief but thinks he is right is 
like the stubborn one." 
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Al-Zajjaj said in "Ma'ani al-Quran wa I'rabuh" (2/331) regarding the verse: "And they 
think they are [rightly] guided": "This indicates that some people claim and allege that 
whoever is a disbeliever and does not know that he is a disbeliever is not a disbeliever. They are 


nullifying the matter of their claim because Allah has informed us that they think they are 

guided. There is no disagreement among the people of the language that the meaning of 'thinking' 
is not other than what is known from the meaning of 'assumption'. The evidence is that Allah has 
named them disbelievers based on their assumption in His saying: 'And We did not create the 
heaven and the earth and that between them in play. That is the assumption of those who 
disbelieve, so woe to those who disbelieve from the Fire.' (Sad: 27). So He informed us that 
they are disbelievers by their assumption and that they will be punished." 
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Abu Butayn said in his book "Kashf al-Shubuhat": "Allah Almighty has informed us that the 
disbelievers perceive, as He said: 'Indeed, they have taken the devils as Auliya’ (lords, 
protectors, helpers, allies) besides Allah, and they think that they are [rightly] guided.' (Al- 
A'raf: 30). So He, Glory be to Him, clarified that they did not comprehend, so He did not excuse 
them for not comprehending. Rather, He explicitly stated this type of disbelievers as in His 
saying: 'Say, "Shall we inform you of the greatest losers as to [their] deeds? [Those] whose 
effort is lost in worldly life, while they think that they are doing well in work." Those are 
the ones who disbelieved in the signs of their Lord and in [their] meeting Him, so their 
deeds have become worthless; and We will not assign them any weight on the Day of 
Resurrection.' (Al-Kahf: 103-105). 


And Allah Min also said: 
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"And if those who wronged had all that is in the earth and the like of it with it, they would 
[attempt to] ransom themselves thereby from the punishment of the Day of Resurrection. 
But there appeared to them from Allah that which they had not taken into account." (Az- 
Zumar: 47) 
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Мидай! (May Allah have mercy upon him) said: "When they were resurrected, what they did 
not expect in this world appeared to them in the Hereafter." 
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Al-Suddi (May Allah have mercy upon him) said: "They thought they were good deeds, but 
they appeared to them as sins." The meaning is that they used to draw near to Allah by 
worshipping idols, so when they were punished for it, what they did not expect from Allah 


appeared to them. It was narrated that Muhammad bin Al-Munkadir (May Allah have mercy 
upon him) panicked at the time of his death, so he was asked about that, and he said: "I fear that 
what I did not expect will appear to me." 


Allah Almighty said in this regard: 
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"And whoever is blind [in heart] to the remembrance of the Most Merciful - We appoint 


for him a devil, and he is to him a companion. And indeed, the devils avert them from the 
way [of guidance] while they think that they are [rightly] guided." [Az-Zukhruf 36-37] 
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Al-Tabari said in his Tafsir (20/605): "Allah Almighty says: 'And indeed, the devils avert these 
who are blind to the remembrance of Allah from the path of truth, so they beautify misguidance 
for them and make them hate faith in Allah and acting upon His obedience.' (while they think 
that they are [rightly] guided) He says: 'And the polytheists think, due to the devils' 
beautification of their misguidance, that they are upon the truth and right path.' Allah Almighty 
informs us that they are in doubt and without insight regarding their state of polytheism." 
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Ibn al-Qayyim said, as stated in Tafsir al-Qayyim (2/40): "Allah Almighty informed us that 
whoever He afflicts with a companion from the devils and misguides him, it is only because of 
his turning away and blindness to His remembrance, which He revealed to His Messenger. So the 
consequence of this turning away is that He assigns to him a devil who accompanies him, 
averting him from the path of his Lord and the way of his success, while he thinks that he is 
guided, until when he meets his Lord on the Day of Resurrection with his companion and 
witnesses his destruction and bankruptcy, he will say, 'Would that between me and you were the 
distance of the two easts — what an evil companion.' And whoever turns away from guidance by 
the revelation, which is the remembrance of Allah, will definitely say this on the Day of 
Resurrection. If it is said: 'Does this one have an excuse for his misguidance if he thinks that he 
is guided, as Allah Almighty said: (while they think that they are [rightly] guided)?' It is said: 
'There is no excuse for this one and those like him among the misguided, whose misguidance 
stems from turning away from the revelation that the Messenger, peace and blessings be upon 
him, brought. Even if He thought that he was guided, but he was negligent by turning away from 


following the call of guidance. So if he goes astray, it is only because of his negligence and 
turning away." End quote. 


And from that is His - the Most High's - saying: 
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So those who disbelieved thought that they could take besides Me [false deities as] Auliya’ 
(lords, protectors, helpers, allies). Indeed, We have prepared Hell for the disbelievers as a 
lodging. (Al-Kahf 18:102) 


[I say]: These verses have clearly indicated that wrong assumptions and suspicions based on 
ignorance do not avail as an excuse before Allah Almighty for those who abandon Tawhid 
(Oneness of Allah), are ignorant of it, and do not act upon it. 


At times, the Almighty informs us that the polytheists have no knowledge and that all their 
actions are based on ignorance, then He threatens them with punishment, indicating that 
their ignorance is not an excuse for them. 


And there are many similar examples in the Quran, such as His saying: 
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Those will have lost who killed their children in foolishness without knowledge and 
prohibited what Allah had provided for them, inventing falsehood about Allah. They have 
gone astray, and they were not guided. (Al-An’am 6:140) 


ТЫН ау «sie pay ее y pel Les pia Alla. elis cpa | glad Le Lola = (11/101) o зат (s dall (i 
„ое А06 al Lilie aie (yee Ad з Se dals o ja Sales agi Ali's 


Al-Tabari said in his Tafsir (153/12): "They did what they did out of ignorance of what is 
for them and against them, due to their deficient intellects, weak minds, and lack of 


understanding of the swiftness of its harm and the inevitability of its woe, which is the immense 
punishment of Allah upon them." 


And He also said about them: 
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And do not insult those they invoke other than Allah, lest they insult Allah in enmity 
without knowledge. Thus We have made pleasing to every community their deeds. Then to 
their Lord is their return, and He will inform them about what they used to do. (Al-An’am 
6:108) 
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Al-Tabari also said about this verse: "Allah Almighty says to His Prophet Muhammad (peace 
and blessings be upon him) and to the believers in him, 'Do not insult those whom the polytheists 
invoke besides Allah from among the idols and false deities, for the polytheists will insult Allah 
out of ignorance of their Lord and transgression without knowledge." Then he narrated from 
Qatadah (May Allah have mercy upon him) that he said: "The Muslims used to insult the idols of 
the disbelievers, so they would retaliate against them. So Allah forbade them from insulting their 


Lord, for they an ignorant people who have no knowledge of Allah." [See Jami' al-Bayan 
(33/12-34) and Tafsir Ibn Abi Hatim 7788] 


And Allah Almighty said: 
ОНА GS Yy sth Vg ale o d uà Jala oa Gull Das 


{And of the people are some who dispute concerning Allah without knowledge or guidance 
or an enlightening Scripture} [22:8]. 
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Al-Tabari said about it: "Allah Almighty says: And of the people are some who argue about the 
Oneness of Allah and His being alone in divinity without knowledge from him about what he 
argues about (or guidance) meaning: and without clarification with him for what he says or 
proof. (Or an enlightening Scripture) meaning: and without a book from Allah that came to him 
confirming the truth of what he says (enlightening) meaning: that clarifies his argument. And he 


only says what he says out of ignorance, blindly and based on assumption." [573/18] 
And Allah Almighty also said: 
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{And We sent not before you except men to whom We revealed [Our message]. So ask the 


people of the message [i.e., former scriptures] if you do not know.) [16:43] 


This verse is a clear text on the lack of excuse for the ignorant person due to his ignorance 
because he is commanded to ask in a state of ignorance. If he abandons what he was 
commanded, then he is not excused. This is why Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab used this verse 
as evidence for what we have said. He said in it: 
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"A warning to the ignorant person that he is not excused because he is able to ask." 
[Majmu' al-Mualafat (5/212)] 


Section: At times the Quran describes the polytheists with heedlessness, then it does not 
accept their excuse under any circumstances: 
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This is like His saying in the verse of the covenant: {And [mention] when your Lord took 

from the children of Adam - from their loins - their descendants and made them testify of 

themselves, [saying to them], "Am I not your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have testified." 


[This] - lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection, "Indeed, we were of this 
unaware." } [Al-A'raf 7:172] 


And His saying also: 
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{You were heedless of this; then We removed from you your cover, so your sight, this Day, is 
iron [sharp]. [Al-Furqan 50:22] 


And Allah Almighty said: 
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{That you may warn a people whose forefathers were not warned, so they are unaware.} 
[Ya-Sin 36:6] 


Al-Tabari said in the verse of the covenant, which is considered a fundamental Asl 
(foundation) in this matter: 
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"Allah Almighty says: We made you testify, O you who acknowledge that Allah is your Lord, so 
that you will not say on the Day of Resurrection, 'Indeed, we were unaware of this." Indeed, we 
were unaware of that, and we were heedless of it. Or do you say, "Our forefathers associated 
others with Allah before, and we are merely their descendants. Will You destroy us for what the 
falsifiers did?" This means, "Will You destroy us for what those who falsified by their claim of 
having a god other than Allah did?" [Tafsir al-Tabari (13/251)] 
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In "al-Durr al-Manthur" (361/4), it is stated: "Abd bin Humaid, Abdullah bin Ahmad bin 
Hanbal (May Allah have mercy upon him) in "Zawa'id al-Musnad", Al-Tabari, Ibn Abi Hatim 
(May Allah have mercy upon him), Abu al-Sheikh (May Allah have mercy upon him), Ibn al- 


Mundhir (May Allah have mercy upon him) in "Kitab al-Radd 'ala al-Jahmiyya", al-Lalaka'i, Ibn 
Mardawayh, al-Bayhaqi in "al-Asma' wa al-Sifat", and Ibn 'Asakir in his "Tarikh" all narrated 
from Ubay bin Ka'b (May Allah be pleased with him) regarding His saying, (And [mention] 
when your Lord took from the children of Adam - from their loins - their descendants] until 
His saying, {for what the falsifiers did}, that He gathered them as souls in their forms, then He 
made them speak, then He took a covenant and a pledge from them, (And He made them testify 
of themselves [saying], "Am I not your Lord?" They said, "Yes, [You are] our Lord.") He 
said, "I take the seven heavens as witnesses against you, and I take your father Adam as a 
witness against you, {that you will not say on the Day of Resurrection], 'We were unaware of 
this.' Know that there is no God but Me, and no Lord but Me, and do not associate anything with 
Me. I will send My Messengers to you, reminding you of My covenant and My pledge, and I will 
send down My Books to you." They said, "We bear witness that You are our Lord and our God. 
We have no Lord or God other than You." So they acknowledged..." 
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This was also mentioned by al-Wahidi in his Tafsir (1/250): His saying, {Or do you say}, 
meaning, O descendants, arguing on the Day of Resurrection, (Our forefathers associated others 
with Allah before}, meaning, before us, and they broke the covenant, {and we are merely their 
descendants], young, so we followed them, (Will You destroy us for what the falsifiers did?) 
Meaning, will You punish us for what the polytheists who denied the Oneness of Allah did, when 
we only followed them, and we were unaware of the covenant? This verse refutes their excuse, 
so they cannot argue that their forefathers were polytheists after Allah reminded them of taking 
the covenant of monotheism from each one of the descendants." 


Allah, the Exalted, said: 
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"Those are the ones upon whose hearts, hearing, and sight Allah has set a seal; and it is 


those who are the heedless. (108) It is certain that they in the Hereafter will be the losers. 
(109)" (Al-Nahl: 108-109) 
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Al-Tabari said in his Tafsir (306/17): "Allah, the Exalted, says: 'These polytheists, whose 
description I have given you in these verses, O people, are the ones upon whose hearts Allah has 
set a seal, sealing them with His seal, so they do not believe nor are guided. He has deafened 
their ears so they do not hear the call of Allah to guidance, and He has blinded their eyes so they 
do not see the proofs of Allah with eyes that consider and take heed. {And it is those who are the 


heedless} He says: And these, in whom Allah has placed these actions, are the ones heedless of 
what Allah has prepared for their likes from among the disbelievers and what is intended for 
them." 


Allah, the Exalted, said: 
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"Апа We have certainly created for Hellfire тапу of the jinn and mankind. They have 
hearts with which they do not understand, they have eyes with which they do not see, and 
they have ears with which they do not hear. Those are like livestock; rather, they are more 
astray. It is they who are the heedless." (Al-A'raf: 179) 
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Al-Tabari said: "And His words: (It is they who are the heedless), Allah, the Exalted, says: 
"These, whose description I have given, are the people who are heedless,' meaning: negligent of 
My signs and proofs. They abandoned reflecting upon them, taking heed from them, and using 
them as evidence for what they indicate of the Oneness of their Lord, unlike the livestock that 
their Lord has made to know what He has subjected them to." [Al-Jami' (280/13)] 
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In Muqatil's (May Allah have mercy upon him) Tafsir (2/16), he said: "'(It is they who are 
the heedless),' because livestock know their Lord and remember Him, while these do not know 
their Lord nor do they worship Him alone." 


Allah, the Exalted, also said: 
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"Indeed, those who do not hope for their meeting with Us and аге satisfied with the life of 
this world and feel secure therein and those who are heedless of Our signs - Those - their 
refuge will be the Fire, for what they used to earn." (Yunus: 7-8) 
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Al-Tabari said: "Allah the Exalted says: Those who do not fear meeting Us (on the Day of 
Judgment) are the ones who deny reward and punishment on that Day. They compete for the 
adornment and beauty of this world, content with it in place of the Hereafter, feeling secure and 
settled in it. And those who are heedless of the signs of Allah - which are His proofs of His 


Oneness and His arguments to His servants for the sincerity of worship to Him - turning away 
from them, unconcerned, not reflecting upon them with the reflection of one who advises 
himself, so that they may know through them the reality of what they indicate and come to know 
through them the truth of their prolonged stay (in this world) - those, their abode is the Fire." End 
quote. [Jami' al-Bayan (25/15)] 


And Allah the Exalted said: 
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{And keep yourself patient [by being] with those who call upon their Lord іп the morning 
and the evening, seeking His countenance. And let not your eyes pass beyond them, desiring 
the adornment of the worldly life, and do not obey one whose heart We have made heedless 


of Our remembrance and who follows his desire and whose affair is ever [in] neglect.} [Al- 
Kahf 18:28] 


[I say]: This verse indicates that this heedlessness is a punishment from Allah the Exalted, for 
He knows their state and that there is no good in them and that their place is not good. 
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Al-Tabari said in his Tafsir (8/18) regarding His saying: (and do not obey one whose heart 
We have made heedless of Our remembrance and who follows his desire], "Allah the Exalted 
says to His Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, 'Do not obey, O Muhammad, those among 
the disbelievers whose hearts We have made heedless - those who asked you to drive away the 
group who call upon their Lord in the morning and the evening - from Our remembrance, due to 
their disbelief and the dominance of wretchedness over them, and who follow their desires, 
abandoning obedience to Allah's command and prohibition, preferring their own desires over 
obedience to their Lord." 


[I say]: All these verses indicate that heedlessness, which is accompanied by ignorance and 
stupidity, is not an excuse accepted by Allah. He has associated with it the greatest shirk 
(polytheism). 


At times Allah the Exalted informs us that He does not accept any excuse from the 
polytheist until he repents to Him from shirk, even if he did it out of ignorance: 


As He says: 
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{Indeed, repentance accepted by Allah is only for those who do wrong in ignorance and 
then repent soon after. It is those to whom Allah will turn in forgiveness, and Allah is ever 
Knowing and Wise.) [An-Nisa' 4:17] 
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Mujahid (May Allah have mercy upon him) said about the verse, "Verily, repentance in the 
sight of Allah is only for those who do evil in ignorance..." that it refers to everyone who 
commits a sin against Allah, for it is done out of ignorance until they repent from it. Qatadah 
(May Allah have mercy upon him) said about the verse, "for those who do evil in 
ignorance..." that the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
gathered and saw that everything that is disobeyed with is considered "ignorance," whether it 
was intentional or unintentional. [See Tafsir Al-Tabari (89/8) ] 


And as Allah Almighty says, 

Coa pet SH за Gp gS GÍ жаза al col | ltd | Да Шу ый gå bits Lily 
"And when regret overcame them and they saw that they had gone astray, they said, ‘If our 
Lord does not have mercy upon us and forgive us, we will surely be among the losers.'" (Al- 
A'raf 149) 
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Al-Tabari said, "His saying, 'and they saw that they had gone astray,’ means they saw that they 
had intentionally deviated from the right path and abandoned the religion of Allah, and 
disbelieved in their Lord. So they said, repenting to Allah and turning back to Him from their 


disbelief in Him, 'Unless our Lord has mercy upon us and forgives us, we shall certainly be of 
the losers." 


[I say]: So you see that they committed shirk (polytheism) out of ignorance. When it became 
clear to them that they were polytheists by their actions, without realizing their state, they knew 
that Allah would not excuse them for their ignorance without repentance and remorse, so they 
said what they said. 


At times Allah Almighty informs us that the polytheists are in clear misguidance, which is 
ignorance: 


As is apparent from this word in language and Islamic law. As He says, 
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"And remember Him as He has guided you, and verily, you were before that of those 
astray." (Al-Baqarah 198) 
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Ibn Abi Hatim narrated in his Tafsir (353/2) that Mujahid (may Allah have mercy on him) 
said, "Of those astray' means 'of the ignorant.'" 
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And Al-Tabari said in his Tafsir (183/4), "Allah, the Most Glorified, means by that: "Апа 
remember Allah,' O believers, at the Sacred House, by praising Him and thanking Him for His 
favors upon you. Let your remembrance of Him be with submission to His command, obedience 
to Him, and gratitude for what He has bestowed upon you of guidance, to which He has guided 
you from the ways of Abraham, His friend, after the polytheism, confusion, and blindness to the 
path of truth, and after the misguidance which you were in." End quote. 


The most eloquent verse in this regard is the saying of the Exalted: 
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{...Not the ones upon whom His anger falls, nor those who are astray} (Al-Fatiha 1:7) 
[I said]: Every misguided person is so because of their ignorance. How can one be misguided 
while knowing the truth? 
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Al-Tabari said: "Every person who deviates from the straight path and follows a path other than 
the right one is considered misguided by the Arabs, due to their straying from the right way. 
Therefore, Allah, Glory be to Him, called the Christians misguided due to their erring from the 
right path and their taking from the religion in a way other than the straight path." End quote. 
Jami' al-Bayan (195/1) 
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Ibn Kathir said: "The misguided are those who have lost knowledge, so they wander in 
misguidance without being guided to the truth." [See: Tafsir Ibn Kathir (140/1)] 


At times the Quran mentions that the polytheists are merely imitators in most cases, and 
imitation is unanimously considered ignorance: 


And that is as He says: 
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"And when it is said to them, "Come to what Allah has revealed and to the Messenger," 


they say, "Sufficient for us is that upon which we found our fathers." Even though their 
fathers knew nothing, nor were they guided?" (Al-Ma'idah 5:104) 


Similarly, His saying: 
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"And when it is said to them, "Follow what Allah has revealed," they say, "Rather, we will 


follow that which we found our fathers upon." Even though their fathers understood 
nothing, nor were they guided?" (Al-Baqarah 170) 
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Al-Tabari (137/11) said: "Allah, the Exalted, said to His Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him: 'Even though their fathers knew nothing?’ Meaning: Did they not know 
that what they attribute to Allah, the Exalted, by forbidding al-Bahirah, al-Sa'ibah, al-Wasilah, 
and al-Ham is a lie and a fabrication against Allah, with no truth or validity to it? For they were 
followers of the liars who initiated the prohibition of that, falsely. It is upon Allah that they will 
be questioned about what they used to say, attributing to Allah, Exalted is He, what they 
attribute, while they were not, in what they were upon, acting with righteousness and correctness, 
but rather they were upon misguidance and error." End quote. 
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Ibn 'Abd al-Barr said: And the people of knowledge have said: "The definition of knowledge is 
certainty and comprehension of the known as it truly is. So whoever has clarity about a thing, 


then he has knowledge of it. And the one who blindly follows has no knowledge." They did 
not differ in this. [Jami' Bayan al-'Ilm (496)] 
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And Ibn Qudamah said in al-Rawdah: "We know with certainty that the Prophet, peace and 
blessings be upon him, commanded the Jews and Christians to embrace Islam and follow him, 
and he censured them for their insistence (on disbelief) and fought them all, killing their 
postpubescent males. And we know that the stubborn disbeliever who is aware (of the truth) is 
one who is to be killed. And indeed, most of the blind followers embraced the religion of their 
forefathers out of blind following and did not know the miracles of the Messenger and his 
truthfulness. And the verses in the Quran indicating this are many." 


At times, Allah, Exalted is He, affirms for them the name of polytheist and disbeliever 
before the proof is established against them and before they even hear it in the first place: 


And that is like His saying, Exalted is He: 
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"It is not for the Prophet and those who have believed to ask forgiveness for the polytheists, 
even if they were their relatives, after it has become clear to them that they are companions 
of Hellfire." (At-Tawbah 9:113) 


[I say]: And this verse was revealed concerning the deceased polytheists who were relatives of 
the Muslims, who were forbidden from seeking forgiveness for them even if they had died upon 
polytheism before the advent of Islam. And despite that, Allah named them polytheists and did 
not excuse them due to ignorance. 


And He, Exalted is He, also said: 
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"Thus does their Lord make fair-seeming to many of the polytheists the killing of their 
children - their partners (in worship) - so as to destroy them and to confuse for them their 


religion. And if Allah had willed, they would not have done it, so leave them and that which 
they invent." (Quran 6:137) 


And this was the action of the people of Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic ignorance) before Islam, yet He 
named them polytheists. 


And He, Exalted is He, said: 
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"And if any опе of ће polytheists seeks your protection, then grant him protection so that 


he may hear the words of Allah. Then deliver him to his place of safety. That is because 
they are a people who do not know. " (At-Tawbah 9:6) 


[I said]: So Allah Almighty called this one who did not hear the Quran nor did he know anything 
by the name of a polytheist and did not excuse him for his ignorance. 
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Al-Tabari said in the interpretation of this verse: "(That is because they are a people who do 
not know.)" meaning: He does that to them, by granting them security to hear the Quran, and 
returning them to their place of safety if they refuse Islam, because they are ignorant people who 
do not understand any argument from Allah, nor do they know what is in it for them by believing 
in Allah if they believed, and what burden of sin and transgression is upon them by abandoning 
belief in Allah. End quote. 


And Allah Almighty said: 
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"Those who disbelieved among the People of the Scripture and the polytheists were not to 
be left alone until there came to them clear evidence -" (Al-Bayyinah 98:1) 


So Allah Almighty called them polytheists before the clear evidence came to them, meaning the 
Messenger, as in the verse after it: "- a Messenger from Allah, reciting purified pages -" So 
this indicates that they are not excused by ignorance, even if it was before the arrival of the 
Prophetic message to them. 


And He said: 
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"And that which she used to worship other than Allah averted her. Indeed, she was of a 
people disbelieving." (An-Naml 27:43) 


So Allah Almighty called her people and her disbelievers before the coming of Solomon, peace 
be upon him, to them and his before his call to them. So the name of disbelief was attached to 
them before the message, and they were not excused by ignorance or by being from the people of 
the period of ignorance as they claim. 


It becomes clear from all of this that whoever commits polytheism is a polytheist before the 
message and after it. So ignorance is not an excuse or a preventative from applying the name of 
polytheism to whoever is characterized by it. The reason for this is the confusion between the 
names and rulings in the Quran. So the meaning of the names of the religion are: (Muslim, 
Mu'min (believer), Mushrik (polytheist), Zalim (oppressor), Sariq (thief)...) and so on. And the 
meaning of the rulings of the religion are: loyalty, love, hate, fighting... and other than it from the 
rulings of the religion. 


Most of those who have this doubt did not differentiate between the names and the rulings. The 
evidence for this is their using as evidence His saying, the Most High: " And We were not to 
punish until We have sent a Messenger." So they denied the name of polytheism for whoever 
is characterized by it, and their argument is the verse, and they said "Indeed, an act of polytheism 
does not make one a disbeliever until the proof has been established." They fail to differentiate 
between the name and the ruling. Allah, the Exalted, negated the ruling, meaning the worldly 
punishment, in the verse when He said: 'And We were not to punish...' He did not negate the 
name. Had He done so, He would have said: 'And We were not to make them disbelievers.' 
Reflect upon this, may Allah have mercy on you. 


At times, the Quran mentions that the polytheists are unaware of their disbelief and the 
futility of their deeds due to their ignorance of their own state: 
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As Allah says: 'Indeed, it is they who are the corrupters, but they perceive [it] not.' (12) And 
He says after it: 'And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have believed," they 


say, "Should we believe as the fools have believed?" Unquestionably, it is they who are the 
fools, but they know [it] not.' (Al-Baqarah 2:13) 
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Al-Tabari said: "Such is the description of the hypocrites: they are corrupters on earth by 
disobeying their Lord therein, engaging in what He has forbidden them from, neglecting His 
obligations, doubting the religion of Allah - which does not accept any deed except with belief in 
it and certainty in its truth - and lying about the believers, claiming they are something they are 
not, remaining in doubt and suspicion. They show support for those who deny Allah, His Books, 
and His Messenger against the allies of Allah whenever they find an opportunity. This is the 
corruption of the hypocrites on Allah's earth, while they think that they are doing good by their 
actions. Allah, the Exalted, does not let their punishment be neglected, nor does He lighten the 
painful punishment He has prepared for those who disobey Him - just because they think they 
are doing good by disobeying Allah. Rather, He has prepared for them the lowest level of 
Hellfire and the most painful punishment, along with disgrace in this life by being cursed and 
reviled by Allah. He says: Indeed, it is they who are the corrupters, but they perceive [it] 
not.' This is from the decree of Allah, the Exalted, concerning them, and it is the clearest proof 
against those who claim that Allah's punishments are only deserved by those who defy their 


Lord in His rights and obligations after knowing and being certain of their obligation 
towards Him." End quote. 


[I said]: "For Allah's sake, after this verse and this interpretation from this scholar, is there any 
further need for proof? This shows that the doubt of these (excusers) is old and appeared after 
Imam Ahmad, may Allah have mercy on him, in its present form. It is the work of the early 
Jahmites, but their expressions were not like this. 


As for His saying: "But they do not perceive," 
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Al-Tabari said: "And this saying from Allah, Glory be to Him, is a refutation of the hypocrites in 
their claim. When they are commanded to obey Allah in what He has commanded them, and 
forbidden from disobeying Allah in what He has forbidden them, they say: 'We are only 
reformers, not corrupters, and we are upon guidance and light - in what you deny us - unlike you 


who are astray.' So Allah, the Exalted and Majestic, refuted them in that from before them, 
saying: 'Unquestionably, it is they who are the corrupters, opposing the command of Allah, the 
Exalted and Majestic, transgressing His limits, committing His disobedience, abandoning His 
obligations, and they do not perceive nor do they realize that they are like that - not those 
who command them with justice from among us, the believers, and forbid them from the 
disobedience of Allah in His land from among the Muslims." End quote. 


And as for His saying: "Unquestionably, it is they who are the foolish, but they do not 
know," 
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Al-Tabari said: 


"Апа the foolish’ is the plural of 'fool,' just as "һе scholars' is the plural of 'scholar,' and 'the wise' 
is the plural of 'wise.' And the fool is the ignorant, the weak in opinion, the one with little 
knowledge of the areas of benefit and harm. That is why Allah, the Exalted and Majestic, called 
women and children fools, saying: (And do not give the foolish your property which Allah 
has made for you a means of support). So the majority of the people of interpretation said: 
'They are the women and children because of the weakness of their opinions and their lack of 
knowledge of the areas of benefit and harm to which money is spent...’ He said: 'And this is news 
from Allah, the Exalted, about the hypocrites whose description He has already given and whom 
He has described with what He has described them of doubt and denial, that they are the most 
ignorant in their religions, the weakest in opinions in their beliefs and choices that they have 
chosen for themselves, of doubt and suspicion in the matter of Allah and the matter of His 
Messenger and the matter of his Prophethood, and in what he brought from Allah, and the matter 
of the Resurrection, because of their wronging themselves with what they have done, while they 
think that they are doing good to themselves. And that is the very definition of foolishness, for 
the fool only corrupts what he thinks he is reforming, and destroys what he thinks he is 
preserving. So too is the hypocrite: he disobeys his Lord while thinking he is obeying Him, and 
disbelieves in Him while thinking he believes in Him, and harms himself while thinking he is 
doing good to himself, as our Lord, Glory be to Him, described them, saying: "Indeed, it is they 


who are the corrupters, but they perceive [it] not." And He said: "Indeed, it is they who are the 
foolish," unlike the believing who believe in Allah, His Book, His Messenger, His reward, and 
His punishment, "but they do not know." And Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) used 
to interpret this verse." Then he narrated from Ibn Abbas (May Allah have mercy upon him) that 
Allah, the Exalted, says: "Indeed, it is they who are the foolish," meaning: the ignorant, "but they 
do not know," meaning: but they do not understand." Then he, may Allah have mercy on him, 
returned and said: "And the indication that this verse points to the error of the saying of 


those who claim that the punishment from Allah is not deserved except by the one who 
opposes his Lord, after knowing the truth of what he opposed Him in - is similar to the 
indication of the other verses that we have previously mentioned in the interpretation of 
His saying: "But they perceive [it] not," and the like." 


[I say]: And it has been established to me that the intended ones here are the Mu'tazila, and at 
their head are the Mu'tazilite al-Jahiz and al-Anbari. They were the first to say that the ignorant 
among the Jews, Christians, and everyone who worshipped other than Allah are excused. Ibn 
Kaysan shared this view with them, as al-Qurtubi narrated from him in his Tafsir (1/204) that he 
said: Ibn Kaysan said: "What is upon the one who did not know that he is corrupting from 
blame? He is only blamed if he knew that he was corrupting and then corrupted knowingly." 


And more explanation will come in mentioning the origin of the excuse of ignorance and 
mentioning who said it and how he said it. 
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And Ibn Kathir said in his Tafsir (1/180): "Не says: Indeed, this that they adopt апа claim is 
reform is the essence of corruption, but due to their ignorance, they do not perceive it as 


corruption." 
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And He said in his explanation of the verse: "(But they do not perceive.}" Meaning: And from 
the completeness of their ignorance is that they are unaware of their own state of misguidance 


and ignorance, and that is worse for them and more indicative of their blindness and distance 
from guidance. 
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Al-Akhfash said in Ma'ani Al-Quran (94/1): "The Almighty said, Indeed, it is they who are 
the ignorant, but they do not perceive.' Meaning, they do not realize that the consequences of 


their actions will return upon them." It is said, "If they are described as ignorant, then why 
shouldn't that be an excuse for them?" The answer is that they deserve this description 


because they rejected the truth and lowered themselves to this level, as the Almighty said, "They 
are not but like livestock," due to their rejection and aversion. In fact, they are more astray than 
livestock, because livestock are guided by their shepherd as he pleases, while these people are 
not guided by warnings and advice. Moreover, if they consider the believers to be ignorant, then 
they are, in that case, deserving of this name. 


[I said]: So you see that the early scholars of Tafsir (interpretation) used these verses as evidence 
that the disbeliever has no excuse for his ignorance, and they refuted the doubts of the Murji'ah 
and Jahmiyyah sects with these clear verses on the matter. 
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Ibn al-Qayyim said about these verses in his book Bada'i' al-Fawa'id (p. 678): "He described 
them with the utmost ignorance, which is that they have absolutely no awareness of their own 
corruption. Reflect on how He denied them awareness in this instance, then denied them 
knowledge in their statement, 'Should we believe as the foolish have believed?' He said, 
"Indeed, it is they who are the ignorant, but they do not perceive.' So He denied them 
knowledge of their ignorance and awareness of their corruption. This is the most severe form of 
censure and condemnation, that a person would be corrupt and have absolutely no awareness of 
it, even though the effects of his corruption are apparent externally and visible to people, yet he 
remains unaware. This indicates the deep-rootedness of corruption in his faculties and ways of 
understanding, just as it indicates his ignorance. Ignorance is the epitome of foolishness, and it is 
composed of a lack of knowledge of what benefits his life, his religion, and his hereafter..." 


And in this context is also the Almighty's saying: 
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" A faction of the People of the Scripture wish they could lead you astray. But they do not 
lead astray except themselves, and they do not perceive." (Al Imran: 3:69) 
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Al-Tabari said in regards to this verse: Allah, the Exalted in Might, informs us that they do 
what they do - attempting to turn the believers away from guidance towards misguidance and 
destruction - out of their ignorance of their true standing before Allah's punishment and what He 
has in store for them of His painful torment. So the Exalted One said: "And they perceive not" 
that they only mislead themselves by trying to mislead you, O believers. The meaning of His 


saying: "And they perceive not" is that they do not realize nor do they know. (Tafsir al-Tabari 
6/502). 


And Allah, the Exalted, also said: 
У gil p шы қыз oj nio а дас J Gilly AD 9433 Ta саш ала 850 ARS gil Lid S gale Guill IL 
алыш 


"O you who have believed, do not raise your voices above the voice of the Prophet or be 
loud to him in speech like the loudness of some of you to others, lest your deeds become 
worthless while you perceive not." (Al-Hujurat 49:2) 


[I say]: And His saying "while you perceive not" means "while you do not know" as al-Tabari 
said. So, the nullification of deeds while being unaware of it indicates the absence of an excuse 
due to ignorance. 


And at times, Allah, the Exalted, rebukes the following of the people of Jahiliyyah (pre- 
Islamic ignorance) and imitating them, indicating that they are not excused for their 
ignorance, nor are those who follow them in their ignorance: 


And regarding this matter, four verses were revealed in the Quran: His saying, the Exalted: 
ыы bb Gall зе аб о 


"They think of Allah other than the truth - the thought of ignorance. They say, "Have we 
no share in the matter?..." (Al-Imran 3:154) 


And His saying: 
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"When those who disbelieved had put into their hearts chauvinism, the chauvinism of 
ignorance..." (Al-Fath 48:26) 


And His saying: 
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" And abide in your houses and do not display yourselves as [was] the display of the former 
times of ignorance..." (Al-Ahzab 33:33) 
And His saying: 
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"Then is it the judgment of ignorance they desire?" (Al-Ma'idah 5:50) 


I say: The rulings of Jahiliyyah and their assumptions, beliefs, and chauvinism are all based on 
ignorance and misguidance, which they establish based on their opinions and desires. 


And at times, the Exalted informs us that He judges someone as a disbeliever for 
associating partners with Him, even if they did not intend disbelief: 


This is mentioned in several verses, such as His saying: 
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"Апа if you ask them, they will surely say, "We were only joking and playing." Say, "Was 
it Allah, and His verses and His Messenger that you were mocking?" (65) Make no excuse; 
you have disbelieved after your belief. If We pardon one faction of you - We will punish 
another faction because they were criminals." (At-Tawbah: 65-66) 
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Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab says in Kashf ash-Shubuhat (p. 22), after refuting those 
who claim that disbelief only occurs through denial, rejection, or ingratitude: "What then is the 
meaning of the chapter mentioned by scholars of every school of thought? The chapter on the 
ruling of the apostate, who is the Muslim who disbelieves after embracing Islam. They then 
mention numerous types, each of which constitutes disbelief and renders the man's life and 
wealth lawful (to be taken), even mentioning seemingly insignificant acts, such as a word uttered 
by the tongue without belief in the heart, or a word spoken in jest and play." It is also said: 
"Those about whom Allah said, '{They swear by Allah that they did not say [blasphemous]. 
But they had already spoken the word of disbelief and disbelieved after their [pretense of] 
Islam}! [At-Tawbah: 74]. Did you not hear that Allah declared them disbelievers for a word they 
uttered, even though they lived during the time of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and fought alongside him, prayed, paid the zakah, performed Hajj, and 
affirmed the Oneness of Allah? Similarly, those about whom Allah said, '{Say, "Was it Allah, 
and His verses and His Messenger that you were mocking?"} {Make no excuse; you have 
disbelieved after your belief.}' [At-Tawbah: 65-66]. These are the ones about whom Allah 
explicitly stated that they disbelieved after their belief, even though they were with the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) during the Battle of Tabuk. They 
uttered a word, claiming they said it in jest. Reflect upon this doubt, which is their claim that you 
declare Muslims as disbelievers, people who testify that there is no deity worthy of worship but 
Allah, pray, and fast. Then reflect upon its answer, for it is among the most beneficial things in 
these pages." 
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He said at the end of his treatise Kashf ash-Shubuhat: "You must understand two verses from 
the Book of Allah. The first is His saying: "Маке no excuse; you have disbelieved after your 
belief.}' [At-Tawbah: 66]. Once you have ascertained that some companions who fought the 
Romans with the Messenger - peace and blessings be upon him - disbelieved because of a word 
they said jokingly. This shows you that whoever speaks disbelief or acts upon it out of fear of 
losing wealth, status, or to appease someone is worse than someone who speaks a word of 
disbelief jokingly. 


The second verse is the saying of Allah Almighty: (Whoever disbelieves in Allah after his 
belief... except for one who is compelled while his heart is secure in faith. But those who 
[willingly] open their breasts to disbelief, upon them is wrath from Allah, and for them is a 
great punishment. That is because they preferred the worldly life over the Hereafter.} [An- 
Nahl 16:106-107]. 


Allah did not excuse these people except for the one who was compelled while his heart 
remained secure in faith. As for anyone else, they have disbelieved after their belief, whether 
they did it out of fear, appeasement, love for their homeland, family, tribe, wealth, or did it 
jokingly, or for any other purpose except compulsion. The verse indicates this in two ways: 


First, His saying: {except for one who is compelled} [An-Nahl 16:106]. Allah Almighty did not 
make an exception except for the one who was compelled. It is known that a person is only 
compelled to speak or act. As for the belief of the heart, no one can be compelled upon it. 


Second, His saying: {That is because they preferred the worldly life over the Hereafter.} 
[An-Nahl 16:107]. He clarified that this disbelief and punishment were not due to conviction, 
ignorance, hatred of religion, or love of disbelief, but rather because they had a worldly gain in 
it, so they preferred it over religion. And Allah Almighty knows best. End quote. 


ОА; pS Asie. gh asl sh gh alu ale dll Да CJ ә сәз D есй d eil өс ӘД : АХАУ! ай i (uà UG y 
" Ала аба Уы ы BUS A 425 5 43315 AIDE Ula}: ule al s 


And he said in "Nawagqid al-Islam" (Nullifiers of Islam): The sixth: Whoever mocks anything 
from the religion of the Messenger, peace and blessings be upon him, or its rewards or 
punishments, has disbelieved. The evidence is the saying of Allah Almighty: (Say, "Is it Allah 
and His verses and His Messenger that you were mocking? Make no excuse; you have 
disbelieved after your belief." } 
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Hamad bin Ali Atiq, in his book "Defense of the People of Sunnah and the Followers" (p. 48), 
responds to those who claim that a person is not considered a disbeliever for uttering words of 
disbelief unless they believe it in their heart and find pleasure in it. He says: 


"May Allah curse you, you beast! If you claim that only those who expand their chest with 
disbelief are disbelievers, then can anyone force another to change their inner belief and make 
them expand their chest with disbelief? We will explain, Allah willing, that the verse indicates 
the disbelief of whoever utters and acts upon disbelief, even if they despise it inwardly, as long 
as they are not being compelled. As for the one who finds pleasure in disbelief and their heart is 
content with it, then they are absolutely a disbeliever, whether compelled or not." 


Furthermore, Allah says about the polytheists of Quraysh: 
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"1..And those who take Auliya’ (lords, protectors, helpers, allies) other than Him [say], "We 
only worship them that they may bring us nearer to Allah in position..." [Az-Zumar: 39:3]. 


Indeed, these people had good intentions in their own minds, which was to draw closer to Allah. 
However, this did not excuse them before Allah. Rather, Allah says about them afterwards: 
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"f... Indeed, Allah will judge between them concerning that over which they differ. Indeed, 
Allah does not guide he who is a liar and [confirmed] disbeliever.}" [Az-Zumar: 39:3]. 


So he called them liars, even though they did not intend to lie as such in their minds, and called 
them disbelievers, even though they did not disbelief. Reflect upon this point and consider it 
carefully. 


At times, the polytheists are compared to beasts that do not understand speech or 
comprehend, and they are even worse than that. Yet, this is not mentioned as an excuse for 
their polytheism: 


An example of this is Allah's saying: 
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"The example of those who disbelieve is like that of one who shouts at what hears nothing 


except a call and a cry. Deaf, dumb, and blind - so they do not understand." (Al-Baqarah: 
2:171) 
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Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him), commenting оп the verse "Тһе example of those 
who disbelieve is like that of one who shouts at what hears nothing...", said: "Like cattle, 
donkeys, and sheep. If you were to speak to them, they would not understand what you say, 
except that it is your voice. Similarly, if you command a disbeliever to do good, forbid them 
from evil, or advise them, they will not comprehend what you say, except that they hear your 
voice." 
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In another narration from him (Ibn Abbas, May Allah be pleased with him), he said: "Like a 
beast that you call to, it hears but does not understand what is being said to it. Similarly, the 
disbeliever hears the sound but does not comprehend." 
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At-Tustari (May Allah have mercy upon him) narrated from Ibn Abbas (May Allah be 
pleased with him) that Nafi' ibn al-Azraq asked him: "Tell me about the saying of Allah, the 
Exalted, "Like that of one who shouts at what hears nothing...'" He said: "Allah likened the 
voices of the hypocrites and disbelievers to the voices of beasts, meaning that they do not 
understand." 
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Abd bin Humayd (May Allah have mercy upon him) narrated from Mujahid (May Allah 
have mercy upon him) regarding the verse "Like that of one who shouts...", he said: "The 
shepherd [at what hears nothing] - he said the beasts [except a call and a cry] - he said like a 
camel and a sheep, they hear the sound but do not understand." 
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Wakee' (May Allah have mercy upon him) narrated from Ikrimah (May Allah have mercy 

upon him) regarding the verse "shouts at what hears nothing but a call and a cry": "The example 


of the disbeliever is like that of a beast, they hear the sound but do not understand." [See these 
narrations in Ad-Durr al-Manthur (1/336)] 


Among the verses illustrating this point is Allah's saying: 
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"And We have certainly created for Hellfire many of the jinn and mankind. They have 
hearts with which they do not understand, they have eyes with which they do not see, and 


they have ears with which they do not hear. Those are like livestock; rather, they are more 
astray. It is they who are the heedless." (Al-A'raf: 7:179) 
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Al-Tabari narrated from Mujahid (May Allah have mercy upon him) regarding the verse "And 
We have certainly created for Hellfire...": "We have created for Hellfire (They have hearts 
with which they do not understand] - he said: they do not understand anything of the matters 
of the Hereafter. {And they have eyes with which they do not see} - guidance. {And they have 
ears with which they do not hear} - the truth. Then He made them like livestock, then He made 
them worse than livestock, so He said: (rather, they are more astray}. Then He informed that 
they are the heedless. And Allah knows best." 


Among the verses illustrating this point is also Allah's saying: 
Saa да ab ОРАМЫНА Ғалы яла АЗЫ УЫ 
"Then do you think that most of them hear or reason? They are not except like livestock. 
Rather, they are [even] further astray in deviation." (Al-Furqan 25:44) 
And His saying: 
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"Indeed, Allah will admit those who have believed and done righteous deeds to gardens 


beneath which rivers flow, but those who disbelieve enjoy themselves and eat as grazing 
livestock eat, and the Fire will be a residence for them." (Muhammad: 47:12) 


[I say]: All of this indicates that ignorance does not excuse one before Allah, even if it reaches 
its highest degree, descending to the level of beasts, where a state of ignorance, lack of 
understanding, knowledge, and complete absence of reason cannot be imagined beyond it. 


At times, Allah denies the existence of any means of knowledge for the polytheists: 


Such as negating their intellect, which is the tool of understanding, as well as their hearing and 
sight, which are the two doors through which knowledge is concieved. Despite all of this 
obstruction, He does not excuse them. 


As Allah says: 
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"Then do you think that most of them hear or reason? They are not except like livestock. 
Rather, they are [even] further astray in deviation." (Al-Furqan 25:44) 


And His saying: 
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"And they will say, "If only we had been listening or reasoning, we would not be among the 
companions of the Blaze." (Al-Mulk: 67:10) 


And His saying: 
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"Deaf, dumb, and blind - so they do not understand." (Al-Baqarah: 2:171) 
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Ibn Abi Hatim narrated from Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him), who said: "Deaf, 
dumb, and blind - meaning they do not hear guidance, nor do they see it, nor do they understand 
it." 
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And from Qatadah (May Allah have mercy upon him), who said: "Deaf to the truth, so they 
do not hear it. Dumb to it, so they do not speak it. Blind to it, so they do not see it." 
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Ibn al-Qayyim said in "Miftah Dar As-Sa'adah" (1/59): "Allah, the Exalted, described the 
people of Hellfire with ignorance and informed that He has blocked the paths of knowledge for 
them. He said, narrating from them: 'And they will say, "If only we had been listening or 
reasoning, we would not be among the companions of the Blaze."' So they admitted their sin. 
So, away with the companions of the Blaze! They informed that they did not listen nor reason, 
and hearing and reasoning are the basis of knowledge and through them, it is attained. And Allah 
said: 'And We have certainly created for Hellfire many of the jinn and mankind. They have 
hearts with which they do not understand, they have eyes with which they do not see, and 
they have ears with which they do not hear. Those are like livestock; rather, they are more 
astray. It is they who are the heedless.' So, the Exalted informed that they did not attain 
knowledge from any of the three sources of knowledge, which are the intellect, hearing, and 


sight, as He said in another place: "Deaf, dumb, and blind - so they do not understand." And 
Allah, the Exalted, said: "Have they not traveled through the land, and their hearts should 
reason, and their ears should listen? Indeed, it is not the eyes that are blinded, but blinded 
are the hearts which are within the breasts." And He said: "And We had made for them 
hearing, and seeing, and hearts. But their hearing, seeing, and their hearts availed them 
nothing since they used to deny the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, 
revelations, etc.) of Allah, and what they used to mock at encompassed them." So, as you 
see, He described the people of misery with lack of knowledge and likened them to cattle at 
times, and at times to a donkey carrying loads. He also described them as being more astray than 
cattle, and at times as the worst of creatures in His sight. He also described them as dead, not 
alive, and at times He informed that they are in the darkness of ignorance and misguidance. He 
also informed that there are coverings over their hearts and deafness in their ears and a covering 
over their sight. All of this indicates the ugliness of ignorance and the condemnation and hatred 
He has for its people, just as He loves the people of knowledge, praises them, and commends 
them, as has been stated previously. And Allah is the One sought for help. 


At times, the Exalted mentions that the polytheists, in their state of disbelief, are in a stupor 
resembling intoxication, which indicates that it is more becoming to not excuse a polytheist 
due to ignorance: 


His saying: 
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"Rather, their hearts are covered with delusion over this, and they have [evil] deeds besides 
that [i.e., disbelief] which they are doing," (Al-Mu'minun: 23:63) 
And His saying: 
ажылы (Bab Gui 
"[They will be] those who are іп a stupor, [totally] unaware." (Adh-Dhariyat: 11) 
And He also said about their state of intoxication: 
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"By your life, indeed they were, in their intoxication, wandering blindly." (Al-Hijr: 72) 
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Al-Tabari and Ibn Abi Hatim (May Allah be pleased with him) narrated from Qatadah 
(May Allah be pleased with him) regarding the verse "Indeed they were, in their intoxication, 
wandering blindly": "Meaning, in their misguidance, they are playing." 
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And from Al-A'mash (May Allah be pleased with him), that he was asked about the saying of 


Allah, the Exalted: "By your life, indeed they were, in their intoxication, wandering blindly." 
He said: "In their heedlessness, they are doubting." 
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Al-Tabari said: "His saying (By your life) - Allah, the Exalted, says to His Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him: By your life, О Muhammad, your people from Quraysh (are in 
their intoxication, wandering blindly). It is said: They are in their misguidance and ignorance, 
dounting. [Jami' al-Bayan (118/17)] 
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Ibn al-Qayyim said in "Al-Jawab al-Kafi" (p. 126): "They are described as being intoxicated, 
which is a corruption of the mind, and blind, which is a corruption of sight. Attachment to 
images lead to the corruption of the mind and blindness of insight, intoxicating the heart." 
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He also said in "Rawdat al-Muhibbin" (p. 148): "The intoxication of love is greater than the 
intoxication of wine, as Allah said about the idolaters from the people of Lot, 'By your life, 
indeed they were, in their intoxication, wandering blindly.' If even the lesser intoxication 
doesn't excuse someone when they indulge in its causes, how can someone be excused for 
the greater intoxication when they indulge in its causes?" 


[I said]: Therefore, you see that intoxication is not considered an excuse for someone who 
associates partners with their Lord, as Ibn al-Qayyim mentioned, and this is clear from the 
Quranic verses. This is because the polytheists indulged in the causes of this intoxication and this 
blindness. The same goes for ignorance; it is even more fitting. 


At times, Allah describes the polytheists as having forgotten the matter of monotheism and 
that He punished them for this forgetting and did not excuse them for it: 


However, Allah excuses those who forget other auditory matters for a justifiable excuse: 
He said: 
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" And because they broke their covenant, We cursed them and made their hearts hard. 
They distort the meaning of words from their proper places, and they have forgotten a part 
of that which they were reminded of. And you will never cease to find treachery from them, 
except for a few of them. So pardon them and overlook them. Indeed, Allah loves the doers 
of good." [Al-Ma'idah 5:13] 
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"And among those who say, 'We are Christians,’ We took their covenant, but they forgot a 
part of that which they were reminded of. So We stirred up animosity and hatred among 
them until the Day of Resurrection. And Allah will inform them of what they used to 

do." [Al-Ma’idah 5:14] 


He also said: 
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"So when they forgot that by which they had been reminded, We opened to them the doors 


of every [good] thing until, when they rejoiced in that which they were given, We seized 
them suddenly, and they were [then] in despair." [Al-An’am 6:44] 


And the Exalted said: 
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"Those who took their religion as amusement and diversion and whom worldly life deluded 


- so today We will forget them just as they forgot the meeting of this Day of theirs and [just 
as] they used to deny Our verses." [Al-A'raf 7:51] 


And the Exalted said: 
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"So when they forgot that by which they һай been reminded, We saved those who had 
forbidden evil and seized those who wronged, with a wretched punishment, for what they 
were accustomed to do." [Al-A'raf 7:165] 


And He said: 
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"The hypocrites, men and women, are of one another. They enjoin what is wrong and 
forbid what is right and close their hands [from spending]. They have forgotten Allah, so 
He has forgotten them [i.e., ceased to mention them with His remembrance]. Indeed, the 
hypocrites - it is they who are the defiantly disobedient." [At-Tawbah 9:67] 


And He said: 
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"They will say, 'Exalted are You! It was not for us to take besides You any Auliya’ (lords, 
protectors, helpers, allies). But You provided comforts for them and their fathers until they 
forgot the remembrance, and they were a destroyed people.'" [Al-Furqan 25:18] 


And He also said in Surah Sad [38:26]: 
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"[We said], "О David, indeed We have made you a successor upon the earth, so judge 
between the people with truth and do not follow [your own] desire, for it will mislead you 
from the way of Allah. Indeed, those who go astray from the way of Allah will have a severe 
punishment for having forgotten the Day of Account." 


And He also said: 
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"And be not like those who forgot Allah, so He made them forget themselves. Those are the 
defiantly disobedient." [Al-Hashr 59:19] 


[I said]: These verses and many others indicate that forgetting important matters - such as 
monotheism, the Hereafter, and other fundamentals of religion - is not considered an excuse 
before Allah, even though He said: 
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"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity. It will have [the 
consequence of] what [good] it has gained, and it will bear [the consequence of] what [evil] 
it has earned. 'Our Lord, do not impose blame upon us if we forget or err.'" [Al-Baqarah 
2:286] 


If you are intelligent, you would know what is the forgotten thing that Allah excuses people for 
in this verse, and what is the thing He does not excuse them for there? And you would know that 
the Messengers were sent to remind those who have forgotten about the matter of monotheism 
that they have neglected, not to establish proof against them, because the proof was already 
established before their coming to them. 


All of this indicates that if forgetting is not considered an excuse for polytheism, then ignorance 
is even less likely to be considered an excuse. And if you understand that this forgetting is due to 
their turning away from the truth and not for any other reason, you would understand why they 
are not excused for it. 
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Al-Tabari said in his explanation of the verse, "And be not like those who forgot Allah, so He 
made them forget themselves": Sufyan (May Allah be pleased with him) said, "They forgot 
Allah, so He made them forget themselves." He said, "They forgot the right of Allah, so He 
made them forget themselves," meaning their own benefit. And His saying, "Those are the 
defiantly disobedient", the Exalted means: These who forgot Allah are the defiantly 
disobedient, meaning those who left the obedience of Allah for His disobedience. 
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Ibn al-Qayyim said іп "Al-Jawab al-Kafi" (p. 71-72), Section: "And among its 
punishments is that it makes the servant forget himself. So when he forgets himself, he 
neglects, corrupts, and destroys it." If it is said: How can the servant forget himself? And if he 
forgets himself, then what will remind him? And what is meant by forgetting himself? It is said: 
Yes, he forgets himself the greatest forgetting. Allah, the Exalted, said: "And be not like those 
who forgot Allah, so He made them forget themselves. Those are the defiantly 

disobedient." So when they forgot their Lord, the Exalted, He forgot them and made them forget 
themselves, as the Exalted said: "They have forgotten Allah, so He has forgotten them." So the 
Exalted punished the one who forgot Him with two punishments: The first is that He, the 
Exalted, forgot him, and the second is that He made him forget himself. 


And His forgetting, the Exalted, of the servant is His neglecting him, leaving him, abandoning 
him, and wasting him, and forgetting him. Thus, destruction is closer to him than the is hand is to 


the mouth. As for him forgetting himself, it is forgetting his noble goals, the reasons for his 
happiness, success, reform, and what completes him. By forgetting all of that, it does not cross 
his mind, nor does he remember it, nor does he pay attention to it. It does not even occur to him 
until he seeks it and is affected by it. And also, he forgets his own flaws, shortcomings, and 
defects, so it does not cross his mind to remove them or correct them. And also, he forgets his 
own illnesses, the diseases of his heart, and their pains, so it does not cross his heart to treat them 
or to strive to remove their causes and diseases that lead to corruption and destruction. So he is a 
sick person, afflicted with disease, and his disease is leading him to ruin, but he does not feel his 
disease, nor does it cross his mind to treat it. And this is from the greatest of punishment[s] for 
both the common people and the elite, what punishment is greater than the punishment of one 
who neglects himself and wastes his life, forgets his own interests, his ailments and their cures, 
the reasons for his happiness and righteousness, his success and his eternal life in everlasting 
bliss? Whoever contemplates this matter will realize that most of creation have truly forgotten 
themselves and wasted their lives. They have squandered their share of Allah's bounty and sold it 
cheaply for a paltry price, a sale of utter loss. This will become clear to them only at the time of 
death, and everything will be exposed on the Day of Regret. On that day, it will become clear to 
the servant that he made a terrible deal for himself in this world and in the trade he engaged in 
for his Hereafter." End quote. 


[I said]: So you see that this type of forgetfulness is merely a punishment from Allah upon this 
group of forgetful people. It is not appropriate to consider it an excuse that could be argued in 
defense of those polytheists. In reality, it is an argument against them and a punishment from 
Allah upon them? 


At times, the Quran states that a condition for the validity of Tawheed (oneness of Allah) is 
knowledge of its meaning and implications. This indicates that ignorance of it is not 
beneficial: 


As Allah says: 
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" (If they do not respond to you - then know that it has been revealed with the knowledge of 
Allah, and that there is no deity except Him, so will you be Muslims [then]?}"" [Hud 11:14] 


He also said in this regard: 
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"{So know, [О Muhammad], that there is no deity except Allah and ask for forgiveness for 
your sin and for the believing men and believing women. And Allah knows of your 
movements and your resting рІасе.} " [Muhammad 47:19] 
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Al-Tabari said in his interpretation of the previous verse: "And His saying: {Except for 
those who bear witness to the truth, while they know.} His bearing witness to the truth is his 
affirmation of the Oneness of Allah, He means by that: Except for those who believe in Allah, 
while they know the reality of His Oneness." End quote. 
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Abdur-Rahman bin Hasan said in his explanation of the Book of Tawheed: "His saying: 
"Whoever bears witness that there is no deity except Allah’ (means) whoever utters it with 
knowledge of its meaning, acting upon its requirements, both inwardly and outwardly. Therefore, 
it is necessary that the two testimonies (of faith) require knowledge, certainty, and acting upon 
their implications, as Allah Almighty said: {So know, [O Muhammad], that there is no deity 
except Allah} [Muhammad: 19]. And He said: {Except for those who bear witness to the 
truth, while they know} [Az-Zukhruf: 86]. As for uttering it without knowing its meaning, 
nor having certainty, nor acting upon its requirements - which are disavowing shirk 
(polytheism), sincerity in word and deed, both in the heart and on the tongue, and actions of both 


the heart and limbs - it is of no benefit according to scholarly consensus." [Fath al-Majid (39- 
41)] 
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He also said: "Indeed, the declaration of Tawheed (La ilaha illallah), when uttered by a 
polytheist while persisting in his polytheism, is not considered valid. Its existence is like its non- 
existence. It only benefits when said with knowledge of its meaning and adherence to its 
implications, as Allah Almighty said: (Except for those who bear witness to the truth, while 
they know] [Az-Zukhruf: 86]. Al-Tabari, like others, said: 'And they know the reality of what 
they bear witness to." End quote. ["Majmu'at ar-Rasail wal-Masa'il an-Najdiyyah": (2/12-13)] 
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And he said: "Therefore, this statement will not benefit its speaker except with these conditions, 
if they are combined with knowledge of its meaning and content, as Allah Almighty said: {And 
those they invoke other than Him do not possess [power of] intercession - except [for] 
whoever has borne witness to the truth, and they know}. 


And Allah Almighty said to His Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him: {So know, [O 
Muhammad], that there is no deity except Allah}, so its meaning accepts increase due to the 
strength of knowledge and righteousness of action. Therefore, knowledge of the true meaning 
of this statement is necessary, a knowledge that contradicts ignorance, unlike one who utters 
it without knowing its meaning. And certainty is necessary, which contradicts doubt in what it 
indicates of Tawheed. And sincerity is necessary, which contradicts shirk, for many people utter 
it while associating partners in worship, denying its meaning, and commit polytheism in worship, 
and deny its meaning. And truthfulness is necessary, which contradicts falsehood, unlike the state 
of the hypocrite who utters it without sincerity, as Allah Almighty said: {They say with their 
tongues what is not in their hearts}."" End quote. [Majmu' Fatawa Abdur-Rahman bin Hasan 
(28/1)] 


ULL aliia Sale «Ааа Ле ААК) ъа als да scel «(all YIA У Gl aged Ge) Al pd: atl ie Oy уалы 08; 
] ОАЫ АҘ atl сау!) 49 [14s rene] f Sul Y) Al) УА ДЫНА ае Ga LS cl jules 

Jy Le сама! gay leah Ай pe «Ш оја dass Jac Y Lalinal åå аа е суа lee ahil Le} [AT а jl 
Жы! кез» |а". An alg ay Ye ody (МАШ à ja s алы У Аҙ ages CS 3) «agi Cay СА] 5$ А) dàa (ule 
[.(27 — 21) :« і 


Sulayman ibn Abdullah said: "His saying (whoever bears witness that there is no deity 
except Allah) means whoever utters this statement knowing its meaning and acting upon its 
requirements, both inwardly and outwardly, as indicated by His saying: {So know, [O 
Muhammad], that there is no deity except Allah} [Muhammad: 19] and His saying: {Except 
for those who bear witness to the truth, while they know} [Az-Zukhruf: 86]. As for uttering it 
without knowing its meaning or acting upon its requirements, it is of no benefit according to 
scholarly consensus. There is evidence for this in the hadith, which is his saying: "Whoever 
bears witness,’ for how сап one bear witness without knowing? Merely uttering something does 
not qualify as bearing witness to it." End quote. ["Taysir al-Aziz al-Hamid": (51-53)]. 
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Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab said in his treatise "al-Wajibat al-Muhtamat" (p. 2): "The 
evidence for these conditions is from the Book of Allah Almighty and the Sunnah of the 
Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him. The evidence for knowledge is His 
saying: {So know that there is no deity except Allah} and His saying: (Except for those who 
bear witness to the truth, while they know], meaning: of "La ilaha illallah" (and they know] 
with their hearts what they utter with their tongues. And from the Sunnah: the authentic hadith 
narrated by Uthman, may Allah be pleased with him, who said: "Тһе Messenger of Allah, peace 
and blessings be upon him, said: "Whoever dies knowing that there is no deity except Allah 
will enter Paradise."' End quote. 
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Abu Butayn said in his book "Al-Intisar" (p. 17): "Allah Almighty said: (And those they 
invoke other than Him do not possess [power of] intercession - except [for] whoever has 
borne witness to the truth, and they know]. The exegetes said: 'Except for those who bear 
witness that there is no deity except Allah while knowing with their hearts what they bear 
witness to with their tongues.' And the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said: 
"Whoever dies knowing that there is no deity except Allah will enter Paradise.' [Narrated by 
Muslim, no. 26]. The scholars used these verses and others like them as evidence that the first 
obligation upon a person is to know Allah. These verses indicate that the most emphasized of the 
obligatory duties is knowledge of the meaning of La ilaha illallah, and that the greatest ignorance 


is the lack of knowledge of its meaning. Since knowing its meaning is the most emphasized of 
the obligations, then ignorance of it is the greatest and most reprehensible ignorance. And it is 
astonishing that some people, upon hearing someone speak about the meaning of this statement 
(La ilaha illallah) in terms of negation and affirmation, criticize it and say: "We are not 
responsible for people and speaking about them." It should be said to them: "Indeed, you are 
responsible for knowing Tawheed (Oneness of Allah), for which Allah created jinn and mankind, 
and to which He sent all the Messengers calling. You are also responsible for knowing its 
opposite, which is shirk (polytheism), which is unforgivable. There is no excuse for anyone 
legally responsible to be ignorant of it, and imitation is not permissible in it, for it is the 
foundation of all foundations. Whoever does not recognize good and forbid evil is doomed, 
especially regarding the greatest good, which is Tawheed, and the greatest evil, which is shirk." 
Aman said to Abdullah ibn Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him: "I am doomed if I do not 
enjoin good and forbid evil!" Ibn Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him replied: "You are 
doomed if your heart does not recognize good and forbid evil." End quote. 


[I said]: So you see that a condition for the validity of Tawheed is knowledge of the meaning of 
La ilaha illallah, both in negation and affirmation, and that the absence of knowledge of its 
meaning necessitates its rejection. This is by scholarly consensus, which indicates that ignorance 
of Tawheed is not a valid excuse. 


At times, Allah Almighty narrates about His Prophets that they described their polytheistic 
people with utmost ignorance, both before and after the call (to Islam). Yet, they still called 
them disbelievers and did not consider ignorance a preventative from labeling them as 
such: 


For example, Allah Almighty said: 


2 
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{Say, "Is it other than Allah that you order me to worship, O ignorant ones?"} [Az-Zumar: 
39:64]. 
And Moses, peace be upon him, said to his people: 
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{And We took the Children of Israel across the sea, and they came upon a people devoted 
to some idols of theirs. They said, "O Moses, make for us a god just as they have gods." He 
said, "Indeed, you are a people ignorant." [Al-A'raf 7:138]. 


And Noah, peace be upon him, said to his people: 
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{And O my people, I ask not of you for it any wealth. My reward is not but from Allah. And 


I am not one to drive away those who have believed. Indeed, they are to meet their Lord, 
but I see that you are a people ignorant." [Hud 11:29] 


And Lot, peace be upon him, said to his polytheistic people: 
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{Do you indeed approach men with desire instead of women? Rather, you are а people ignorant. } 
[An-Naml 27:55] 


And Hud, peace be upon him, also said to his people: 
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{He said, "Indeed, knowledge is only with Allah, and I convey to you that with which I was 
sent, but I see that you are a people ignorant."} [Al-Ahqaf 46:23] 


[I said]: These verses demonstrate that the disbelievers, even after the Messengers came to them 
and conveyed the message, remained in a state of ignorance and were described as such. So, can 
it be said that they are excused to the point that the label of "ignorant" is removed from them? 
What then do you do with the saying of the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him: "O Allah, 
guide my people, for they do not know" ... O Allah, forgive them, O Allah, forgive them." 


And lastly, this is a mercy from your Lord, a hundred verses or more, indicating the lack of 
excuse for ignorance in various ways, and I have left out many and only mentioned the clear 
ones. So, by Allah, will you abandon all these verses, with their clarity and explanation, and the 
sayings of the firmly grounded scholars regarding them, for one or two ambiguous verses that do 
not indicate any excuse for ignorance, neither directly nor indirectly? And listen to the saying of 
Allah Almighty: {It is He who has sent down to you, [O Muhammad], the Book; in it are 
verses [that are] precise - they are the foundation of the Book - and others unclear. As for 
those in whose hearts is deviation [from truth], they will follow that of it which is un 

clear, seeking discord and seeking an interpretation [suitable to them]. And no one knows 
its [true] interpretation except Allah. But those firm in knowledge say, "We believe in it. AII 
[of it] is from our Lord." And no one will be reminded except those of understanding.} [Al- 
Imran: 7] So what is there after truth except misguidance? 


And All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds. 
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